
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it's the only thing
that ever has.” - Margaret Mead

The Arts are my love language. I want to share art and build upon the creative outlets available, to encourage
others, knowing their ideas and expressions are important. When I began Third Thursday as an Art and Music
event back in 2008, my focus was on inclusivity. Removing barriers to experience creativity was my first line of
purpose. Gallery 7 and Artlandia became spaces where anyone could show work, play music and generally be
accepted. A community of dreamers, seekers and doers.

Artists and creatives of all kinds have known about caring for the community from the beginning of time. The use of
art to document and express stories and events have helped establish history, culture and movements.
As creatives we still rely on this dynamic to nurture, feed and express our personal ideas and concerns as well as
those of our communities. Artists working alongside city planning and development, alongside science, alongside
technology, give way to more fruitful and creative problem solving. Could we create more inviting public spaces,
safer parks, more interaction and involvement by placing creatives beside each part of our city organization?
Indeed! The research says yes! Findings suggest that this trend of working together is as strong as ever in many
cities. To make such a collaboration work, everyone needs to be open to be challenged and surprised, and to be
dedicated to working through those dynamics.

Artists should be more than resources for promotions, rather they can be invited as colleagues to navigate changes
in organizations, neighborhoods, policies and more. Artists play a key role engaging in cultural preservation,
exploring identity and belonging in the context of community and drawing attention to alternate perspectives.
Because of this, artists and arts organizations who work at the community level are well positioned to engage in
successful dynamics.

Organizations remain important, to focus on tasks and ideas specific to their vision, but with that a risk of becoming
isolated from others who could help their cause move ahead. With isolation, the community often doesn’t know of
the existence or needs of any given organization. The more we connect and collaborate, the more we can help
progress all the arts and really, all the needs of the community..

Many communities have opportunities to fill social and economic voids. Identifying these gaps is the first step in
brainstorming ideas to create connections. When I first moved to Hutch, I noticed how the college students seemed
removed from being in touch with the downtown community, especially events. One teacher used to bring their
students to the Third Thursday Chocolate Crawl every year from the beginning of the event in 2012. This small act
of invitation by the professor was some students' first time downtown and first time to a Third Thursday event. I
immediately thought of how these simple invitations often opened up a world of possibility. How including others
could be some of their first exposures to culture and sense of pride in place. And in turn, how could this better assist
the progress and development of Hutchinson overall? To intrigue and involve young people deeper into their own
community, helping them develop ways and strategies that would translate into staying close to Hutchinson with
their lives and careers. Such crossover communication and involvement strategies nurture the health of individuals,
organizations and the city.

As supporters of our creative community, in what ways can we begin conversations of involvement with each other?
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